304                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
Fanny's special work last week was to superintend the boys putting a culvert into the new road, to carry off the rain in the wet season; and her water-supply scheme is also now being actually carried out Talolo found a good and suitable spring on Vaea Mountain, well above our house, and three men have been busy for several days digging a large reservoir, which will be lined with cement and covered over, to prevent people from bathing in it. Fanny spent nearly a whole day there directing and superintending ; but I contented myself with going up to see the place, which is cool and pretty, and as the men have cut a path, it is now fairly easy for walking, instead of being impassable, as it was before. It is a great scheme, and when carried out will be an enormous boon and comfort.
The new Mission steamer, the John Williams, was expected to arrive on Thursday, and a lot of entertainments were being got up in her honour: a concert last night, a lecture on Africa by the captain of the vessel to-morrow evening, and the regular ' May- meeting/ when every one subscribes for the foreign missions, on Wednesday. I meant to be present at all these . . . but no John Williams has arrived! It seems to be the fashion just now for vessels not to turn up when due; there is no word of the Wallaroo yet either, and there is serious anxiety about her. Our friends of the Curafoa come